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THe Lonpon UNIVERSITY VETERINARY DEGREE. 


Last week we published a pass list showing that, 
despite the reduced attendances at the schools, the 
B.Sc. Degree in Veterinary Science of London 
University is attracting a certain number of stu- 
dents and recent graduates. Probably this number 
will increase very shortly, but it is not at all likely 
that the degree will ever be very commonly held by 
veterinarians—nor, indeed, is it desirable that it 
should be. 


At first sight, the task of obtaining the London|§ 


Veterinary B.Sc. may seem a much less formidable 
one than it really is, for the subjects of examina- 
tion, viz., Chemistry, Physics, Biology, and Veteri- 
nary Anatomy, Physiology, Pathology, and Hygiene 
are all included in the ordinary course for our dip- 
loma. But there are two great difficulties. 
In the first place—unless exemption is obtained 
by the production of an educational certificate 
not often possessed by a veterinary student— 
the matriculation examination of the University, 
the severity of which is well known, must be 
passed as an essential preliminary. Again, the 
University’s standard of examination for its de- 
greeYis} higher than that of our diploma. The 
average student is already fully taxed to obtain the 
M.R.C.V,S. within four years. To obtain the 
B.Sc., his studies in more than half the subjects of 
the professional curriculum—including some of the 
most difficult ones—must extend beyond the re- 
quirements of the R.C.V.S. Then there is the cost 
of a longer stay at college. It is true that the 
arrangement of the examinations makes it just 

ssible for a very able student to obtain both 

iploma and degree within four years, but it is 
admitted that the majority, at least, of aspirants to 
the B.Sc. will require an additional twelve months 
at college. 

It seems clear, then, that only students distinctly 
above the average will be able to obtain this degree, and 
those are precisely the conditions which should be 
attached toa University degree for veterinary surgeons. 
Such a degree carries no license to practise ; it is simply 
a hall-mark of scientific attainments beyond those 
required for the possession of the diploma. To reduce 
its standard to that of the R.C.V.S. would defeat the 
object with which it was instituted. 

Though the difficulties of obtaining the B.Sc. must 
not be under-rated, yet it is certain that—speaking from 
a commercial standpoint—it will be very valuable to its 
possessor. ‘ 

To a certain extent at least, that value will depend 
upon the branch of professional work which the 
graduate chooses. It is very doubtful whether its 
possession by a private practitioner will carry much 
weight with the public asa whole. Our own Fellow- 


ship degree scarcely seems to do so, for many of our 
most successful practitioners are men who have never 
—— beyond the Membership. 

ut the Fellowship Degree is recognised as a valu 
able asset to a veterinarian engaged in the public 
service, and there is no doubt that the B.Sc. would be 
much more valuable, to either the Army veterinary 
officer or the civilian, than the Fellowship. 

It is possible for a veterinary surgeon already quali- 
fied, by working as an “external student” to pass the 
whole series of examinations for this degree after leaving 
college, but it is obvious that only those with very ex- 
ceptional opportunities for study can hope to do so. 
peaking generally, it may be said that the degree 
must be obtained at college, if it is obtained at all. 
Many—probably most—students enter college by no 
means certain what branch of the profession they will 
eventually follow, and those to whom it seems possible 
to obtain the B.Sc.—for it will not be possible to all by 
any means—would be well advised to make the attempt. 
Apart from the advantages which may accrue from the 
possession of the degree, there are other and higher 
reasons why the more advanced course of study which 
it entails should be followed whenever possible—but the 
men capable of appreciating those reasons scarcely 
require to hear them repeated. 





ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


ATRICHIA IN A CaLF.— By Veterinary Inspector 
GutBrop, of Gunzenhausen. 


The calf bere illustrated was born quite destitute 
of hair. The owner of the mother was farmer H. 
of Untersteinbach. The little animal only had 
some bristle on the tail and not a trace of down on 
his skin. The calf thrived well and was slaugh- 
tered after several butchers had refused to buy it.— 
Ex. Berliner Thier. Woch. 


Hamatocystis Hepatis.—By D. V. M. Lenmann, 
of Traben. 


I noticed a distended hematocystis serosa in a 
14 days old calf that was slaughtered. Such a cyst 
formation is rare, and I deemed it congenital or 
intra partum. 

It may be assumed that such cysts arise from 
sub-serous or sub-capsular hemorrhages in conse- 
quence of partial rupture and contusion of the liver, 
and are of small pathological significance. 

In this case the cyst was interesting because of 
its anatomical peculiarities and the influence of 
such a cyst on an animal remaining alive. The 
cyst was situated at that portion of the liver where 
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the umbilical vein enters. It weighed 
about three pounds and was filled with 
a brownish-yellow serous fluid. The 
contents of the cyst did not cause its 
size, for there were only about three 
litres of fluid. It had an air balloon 
like appearance. Two zones could be 
distinguished in it: (a) the ground 
zone, and (b) the end zone. The 
ground zone arose from the liver itself 
and differed from the end zone in 
that its walls were thicker and darker 
and contained blood-vessels and nerves. 
The chief nerve trunk was about 4 mm. 
broad and 1 mm. thick. The blood- 
vessels about 1 to 14 mm. 

In the contents of the cyst no gall 
but only a small quantity of albumen. 
Thus one had not here a second gall 
bladder but a regular organ-like cyst of 
the liver, the cause of which could 
not be certainly stated.—Ex. Berliner 
Thier. Woch. G. M. 


Drawn from nature by the author. 


(a) Ground zone: (b) End zone, in upper 
half blood-vessels and a nerve: (c) Liver. 


PHéNYFORM. 


Phényform, a combination of phenol and formal, 
has now been used for some years in human and 
veterinary surgery as a substitute for iodoform. It 


is a very fine powder, inodourous, yellowish-grey | 
| developed and in good condition, one only of the 
It is not | 
A , | of March—the same sow gave birth to a fresh litter 
It is described as being bactericide, desiccant, | 
Wishing | 


in colour, insoluble in water, ether, chloroform, and 
benzine, soluble in alkalies and alcohol. 
hygroscopic, and not affected by air and light. 


cicatrisant, hemostatic, and deodoriser. 





must have met many cases in which iodoform was 
indicated—certainly adds weight to his opinion. 
—TRANS. | 

SUPERF@TATION IN A Sow. 


The following remarkable case is recorded in the 
Berlin th. Wochenschrift. On the 23rd of February 
last, a sow gave birth to a litter of ten, fully 


litter dying. Three weeks afterwards—on the 16th 


of nine, equally well developed and in good health. 
These were destroyed, as the mother was already 


to test these statements, Espert, of Tiefenbronn, | sufficiently taxed by the nourishment of the former 
has applied the drug in a series of cases in which | litter, which continued to thrive well.— Annales de 
iodoform was indicated, especially in suppurating | Méd. Vét. 


wounds, ulcers, inflammations of the keratogenous 
membrane, and tendinous phlegmons. 


conclusions as follows in the Berliner th. Woch. 

(1) Phényform is not irritant; employed in 
powder form upon wounds, it exercises a protective 
action equal to that of iodoform. 

(2) It is a good desiccant, which powerfully 
stimulates the production of granulation tissue on 
the surface of wounds. 

(3) Itis preferable to iodoform on account of 
its lack of odour, its innocuity, and its low price. 

Espert therefore concludes that phényform, the 
effects of which are more active in powder than in 
ointment form, will be a good substitute for iodo- 
form.—(Annales de Méd. Vét.) 


[Many men who experiment with new drugs 
decide as to their value after a very few trials. 
The fact that this observer bases his conclusions 
upon an experience of two years—during which he 


After two | 
years experience of its effects, he summarises his | 





NuMBER OF INCISORS PRESENT AT BIRTH IN THE 
CALF. 


The summary of a great number of observations 
upon newly-born calves, which were made upon this 
point at the five “ abattoirs of exportation” at 
Harlingen, is reported in the Tijdschrift voor 
Veeartsenijkunde, and yields the following gross 
result :— 

Total number of calves examined 4,236 

Per cent. 
Having 8 incisors present at birth 3,286 = 77:57 
Having 6 incisors present 916 21-62 
Having 4 incisors present 34 ‘80 


This total of 4,236 is the aggregate of the animals 
which have been examined by five different ob- 
servers, viz., Makkinga, Ostenburg, Moosdorff, Smit, 
and Van Veen.—Annales de Méd. Vét, 


W. BR. O. 
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CONFERENCE OF VETERINARY OFFICERS 


OF HEALTH. 


The first meeting of the recently formed Association 
of Veterinary Officers of Health was held in the large 
lecture hall of the Royal (Dick) Veterinary College, 
Clyde Street, Edinburgh, on Tnesday, Ist inst. The 
membership of the Association is confined to veterinar 
surgeons holding appointments under the Public Healt 
Acts, and its aims are to improve the position of the 
veterinary surgeon under the Public Health Acts, to 
watch legislation bearing upon his duties, and to secure 
a uniform system of meat inspection. Mr. William 
Robb, Glasgow, presided over the preliminary proceed- 
ings, in the course of which it was agreed that the next 
meeting of the Association be held at Leeds concurrent 
with, but independent of, the joint conference of sani- 
tary inspectors and medical officers of health. Mr. J. 8. 
Lloyd, Sheffield, was elected President for the ensuing 
year, and Mr. James M‘Phail, Hull, Vice-president. Mr. 
Robb vacated the chair in favour of Mr. Lloyd. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 


Mr. Lioyp said the appointments of veterinarians in 
Public Health work were few in number. If the 
number were greatly increased it would be to the advan- 
tage of the public generally, because efficient meat and 
dairy inspection by properly qualified veterinary officers 
of health would be a much greater safeguard of the 
health of the public than was now obtained, and one 
which it was generally conceded was now urgently re- 
quired. That the benefit to the veterinary profession 
would be the minor one was obvious from the very in 
adequate salaries that were now offered in connection 
with municipal veterinary appointments. The position 
of most veterinary surgeons now holding whole-time 
municipal appointments was degrading, because the 
veterinary inspector was only a subordinate officer in 
the department of the medical officer of health. He was 
pleased to note that the better educated part of the 
public, the medical profession, and even dairymen and 
butchers, were beginning to recognise that the veterinary 
profession could do valuable work in safeguarding the 
health of the public, and were fully qualified to do so. 
Owing to the permissive character of the dairy orders, 
the lack of inspection under cowshed regulations, the 
piecemeal vaidintion desling with tuberculous infection 
in milk, the absence of any legislation at all in connec- 
tion with tuberculosis in milking cows or other cattle, 
the want of standard regularity and uniformity in the 
inspection of meat, a state of things obtained in connec- 
tion with the inspection of the food supplies of the 
British public which had been described as elastic, and 
was certainly a disgrace to the nation. If compulsory 
inspection of animals and animal products intended for 
human food was made general throughout this country, 
and an efficient veterinary service established to ade- 
quately carry out such inspection, not only would the 
health of the public be guarded against the use of 
diseased and unsound food, but the dairymen and 
butchers would then be subject tua regular and uniform 
system of inspection-—a matter which all the advanced 
men in those trades now desired but did not obtain. 
Every legitimate endeavour nist be made to enlarge the 
scope of Public Health work, which could be most 
successfully and efficiently performed by veterinary sur- 

ns. Why veterinary work relating to animals 
should come under the Medical Officer of Health passed 
comprehension. There was probably no member of any 
other profession who held a subordinate position under 
a member of a different profession. The present holders 


ditions publicly exposed and brought to the notice of the 
Council of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. If 
the Council could see its way to make the acceptance of 
such posts “ unprofessional conduct,” no doubt much 
stir would be made, and some good might result. Unless 
veterinary surgeons could obtain something more than 
wages of a second-class artisan when filing whole 
time veterinary appointments, it was not probable that 
many would be found to apply for vacancies as they 
arose. The veterinary profession must put on a fighting 
front against this treatment. The medical profession 
had for some years now been advocating a Board of 
Public Health. Should such a board be created no 
doubt the Medical Service of Public Health would be 
under its control, and the time should net be allowed to 
pass without an attempt then being made to create a 
Veterinary Service of Public Health. Two such services 
-~one to deal with human beings, and the other with 
animals—could very well work in conjunction. Such a 
combination of sanitary forces would bez greater success 
than that now in vogue. 

An interesting discussion followed, and at the close 
Mr. Lloyd was thanked for his address. 

A paper on “The detection of tubercle bacilli in the 
muco-purulent discharge from the lungs, etc., of dairy 
cows,” by Mr. John Riddoch, Edinburgh, was read and 
discussed before the meeting adjourned. 

The afternoon session opened with the reading of a 
paper on “The necessity for veterinary inspection in 
relation to public health,” by Mr. James M‘Phail, Hull. 

There was no doubt, he said, that the next few years 
would see the decision as to what was to be the locus 
standi of the veterinarian in public health work, and 
they must endeavonr to eatablish their undeniable claims 
to recogition and clearly show what work they did, also 
the great value of that work in public health and the. 
urgent need for the increase of that work. Limitin 
himself to England, for the veterinarian was sone 
already under the Public Health (Scotland) Act, he 
strongly contended that if veterinary inspection were 
instituted throughout the country the sale of animals 
suffering from disease would be stopped, and they would 
be slanghtered under supervision. He firmly believed 
that there would not be a complete guard over the meat 
supplies until such an inspection was instituted. The 
whole question of tuberculosis in stock should be made 
a national question and an attempt made to eradicate 
the disease. That was a second field for veterinary ser- 
vice. The whole legislation dealing with tuberculosis 
was unsatisfactory, and he felt certain that if they had 
on the Local Government Board a veterinarian who 
knew what he was doing they would aw have an 
alteration. The remaining field in which the services of 
the veterinarian were urgently required and in whieh 
they were not used as they should be was the inspection 
of cows in cowsheds. The powers which existed at 
present allowed a medical officer of health to call in the 
services of a veterinary surgeon when he had reason to 
suspect that animals were causing disease. He con- 
tended that at that period it was too late, and was firmly 
of the belief that 50 per cent. of disease originating in 
milk of cows would be prevented if veterinary inspec- 
tion were instituted 

Mr. A. M. Trotrer (Glasgow), directed attention to 
the extraordinary nature of some of the provisions of 
the draft regulations framed under the Public Health 
(Regulation as to food) Act, 1907, and issued by the 
Local Government Board. These regulations had been 
framed by medical men, and they entirely ignored the 
claims of the veterinary profession. That was somewhat 
extraordinary in view of the provisions contained in the 
Public Health (Scotland) Act, 1897, where the just 





of appointments must try to improve the conditions of 
service. [nregard to thecreation of new posts, the con- 


ditions must be carefully scrutinised, and all unfair con- 


claims of the veterinary surgeon were expressly recog- 
nised. The placing of the onus on the medical officer of 
health was, he thought, a wrong administrative step. 
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The Council of the Royal College of Veterinary Sur-} (6) The official appointed to inspect meat is the Medical 
geons could not be congratulated on the support they Officer of Health.—Under the Public Health (Scotland) Act, 
gave to the interests of those members of the profession | 1907, Section 43, an approved Veterinary Surgeon is speci- 
who hold public health appointments. It was therefore | fied for the work, co-ordinately with the Medical Officer of 
apparent that they would badly advised to trust to Health and Sanitary Inspector, and in Sub-section 3 it is 
the efforts of their Council to secure them the recog-!| the Veterinary aurgoan ame > empowered. That the 
nition which was simply their due, and that they need aan a ~ oe yp Pee onal al whom ~ duty 
not expect to obtain that desideratum until they burned sec teow. ge ange tecyggeie iy salitaaene oe he aitien =. 
a and went boldly forward and demanded it of accountably ove looked or intentionally ignored—that every 
emserves. , candidate for the Degree of Veterinary Surgeon is bound 
It was resolved to make a representation to the Local | ¢, attend the Meat Inspection Course of Lectures provided 
Government Board on this point, and ,to send a copy of by his College, and must prove to the examiners that he is 
the oo to each of the oe se s. The following! proficient in the subject before admission to the Degree 
resolutions were unanimously adopted : Moreover, all civilised countries have already appointed 
(1) That the attention of the Presid »nts of the Local | veterinarians as the officials responsible for the protection 
Government Boards of Engladd, Sco‘land, and Ireland | of the pulic health from the dangers incident to the use of 
be directed to the disabilities under which veterinaries | meat as human food. This is the case in all our colonies, 
work in relation to Public Health Acts, inasmuch as} North and South America, Norway, Sweden, Denmark, 
veterinary surgeons as such are not now recognised as| Holland, Belgium, Germany, France, Austria, Italy, and 
meat inspectors, and that in future Public Health Acts| even Russia. The case of Great Britain is therefore an 
veterinary surgeons be approved and appointed to anachronism, and a reproach which will never be removed 
inspect animals and other food stuffs. as long as her meat inspection is relegated to officials who 
2) That the time has come fur the creation of a a - nf ae ae op: me red ge weg training 
public health veterinary service with whole-time officers veh ae ne ; oa prhonge -~ ned _ + ose specially 
appointed for city and county districts. — inde ie. es et ey wee 
(3). _— yore the —— of ® ow ae The omission of the prohibition referred to in Objection 
ve f of ‘th ren tan surgeon o aot . ‘ 4. No. 3 is a striking example of the serious shortcomings to 
staff of the Local Government Oards of Engiand,| which Public Health legislation is prone when drafted 
Scotland, and Ireland, so that the much desired unl-| under such unfavourable auspices, whereas, under the 
formity of food inspection be inangurated. Votes of | guidance of a proper advisory expert, such a prohibition 

thanks terminated the proceedings. would be among the first and most obvious provisions, 
There are other points deserving of remark, but the fore- 

‘ ; ; ; ’ | going will suffice 

lhe following circular has been issned :- | The members of my Association, therefore, unanimously 
THE ASSOCIATION OF VETERINARY OFFICERS OF HEALTH. | "'é®; in the interests of the public health. the appointment 
; of a Veterinary Surgeon, with practical experience in meat 
Moore Street Apatrorr, Guiascow. inspection, to the staff of each of the Local Government 
‘ September 5, 1908. Boards of England, Scotland, and Ireland, and that these 
SIR, ile . : ’ Draft Regulations be amended so that the importation of 
‘g _ Soar ik Cccsheaes tantonas eahtinn Pathe Meabth an meats > placed under me. control a“ supervision 
: , operat Mig ts : 7 of Veterinary Surgeons, in accordance with the most ad- 
appointments in the United Kingdom, had under considera- | vanced continental usage.—I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
tion at their annual meeting, held in Edinburgh on Ist} A. M. Trorrer, Secretary. 








current, the Draft Regulations issued by the Local Govern- 

ment Board for Scotland, under powers contained in the | 

Public Health (Regulations as to Food) Act, 1907, and| 

unanimously passed a resolution condemning these Regu-| py , TAT y > CATTCAQRS r TL ID 

lations as iaekenente to safeguard the public health against | EXAMINAT I¢ IN OF : SAUBAGES AND THEIR 

the danger arising from the importation of unsound meat HYGIENIC PREPARATION.* 

for human food, | By Witttam G. Savage, B.Sec., M.D., D.P.H., Medical 
The grounds of condemnation are, inter alia, as follows : Officer of Health and Public Analyst, Colchester. 
(1) The Classification of Meat is unnecessarily complicated. | a i ; ‘ 

It should be distinctly specified that beef be imported in| THE Composition oF Sausaces. 

sides or quarters, veal in carcases or sides, mutton and = Sausages are usually composed of good meat (pork or 

lamb in carcases, and pork in carcases or sides—exception | beef) finely minced, mixed with spices and flavouring 

being made if desired, in special cases, such as loins of agents such as salt, pepper, sage, while usnally some 

pork. If these meats be admitted in smaller parts, the! |,read or starchy material is added. They generally 

age tag ee zee $0 te ate pene poem a | contain rather over 50 per cent. of water. The mixture 

(2) The importation of sausages and canned meats is not i. nlaced ina sausage machine, an apparatus by means of 
prohibited. —These articles are quite as objectionable as, if, wihieh the Gael Sooed mints is fareed cut ia lear 
not more so than, boxed boneless meat, and therefore ought | hit Ae “i ow ee — hee sgl weed out in long 
to be debarred importation. icy indrica masses Into casings of intestines, 

(3) Stripping is not prohibited —Stripping is the term| . From a sanitary point of view the meat used may be 
applied to the removal of the serous membrane of a carcase either of poor quality ; meat in an incipient state of 
—that is, the inner lining—in order to destroy traces a eg ; from a diseased animal ; from an ani- 
disease. Obviously, the prohibition of so reprehensible | tl other than pig or bullock, such as horse, Also 
practice should be prominently set forth, whereas it is not = ny nsed ~~ not be from the musculature, but 
referred to in any way whatever. rom the visceral organs. 

(4) The use of chemical preservatives is not prohibited,| The spices and flavouring agents added would tend to 
except in the cases of tripe, tongue, and kidneys.—Salt should | mask early decomposition. All the sausages which | 
be the only preservative allowed. : have examined have been made from ordinary muscle 

(5) The onus of determining whether the Medical Officer of | meat, but in Germany visceral sausages are important 
Health is to be called is laid upon the Customs Officer —The | articles of sale. Visceral sausag-s (lungwurst, leber- 
latter being ex-officio totally unqualified to make any such | wurst, etc.), are of considerable nutritive value, bnt they 
decision, this regulation can only be considered as consti-| 416 subject to two serious hygienic objections (a) the 
tuting a grave public danger. Inspection will never be | -— : 








effective until the importer be compelled to submit to} ‘Abstract from paper read at the Sanitary Congress, 
examination all meats imported Bristol 
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viscera are prone to rapid deterioration and decomposi- 
tion and the sausage must be eaten freshly made (4) 
the organs used, especially the liver and spleen, are more 
likely than muscle meat to contain pathogenic organisms 
rendering such sausages liable to distribute disease. 

In Germany where the habit of eating raw or but 
little cooked sausages is still practised, such sausages 
are particularly potentially dangerous. 

I have no means of judging to what extent horseflesh 
is used in sausages in this country. It provides a firm 
filling of high nutritive value, and hygienically would 
seem to be unobjectionable. Of course, however, 
sausages so composed should be distinctly labelled 
as such. 

A very general practice, but as regards Colchester not 
an invariable one, is to add a small quantity of starchy 
material, either as bread, flour, or biscuits, to sausages. 
{ have usually found that bread is added, but according 
to Ostertag, flour is frequently substituted, at least in 
Germany. There would seem to be no objection to this 
addition provided it is not in quantity sufficient to 
seriously diminish the nutritive value of the sansages. 

In addition to the above, colouring matters sometimes, 
and preservatives frequently, are added to the sausage 
meat. The preservative most commonly added is boric 
acid or its compounds. Less commonly salicylic acid, 
benzoic acid, and the sulphites are used. 

Convictions have been obtained for sausages contain- 
ing 30, 40, and 60 grains of boric acid per pound. 

In the sausages which I have pal. wah those taken 
in the cooler months of the year contained no preserva- 
tives, but in the hot weather boric acid has usually been 
found. [have not found more than 30 grains per pound 
in any of the samples. If allowed at all, 0°25 per cent. 
(about 17 grains per lb.) should not be exceeded. 
Sausages should be sold and consumed soon after their 
preparation, and there seems no reason why any preser- 
vatives should be allowed. 

THE BACTERIAL CONTENT OF SAUSAGES. 

Il am not aware of any investigations dealing with the 
bacterial content of sausages. The actual number of 
bacteria present is of secondary import, but it is of 
value to see how far intestinal organisms are present in 
them, as purchased. For this purpose I have recently 
examined a number of sausages obtained from twelve 
different shops. In every instance the sausages were 
made upon the premises. They were all free from 
preservatives. 

The outside skin was sterilised by a cautery, the sausage 
cut open by a sterile knife and, by means of a fresh 
sterile knife and forceps, 2 grammes from the middle 
were accurately weighed into a bottle with an india- 
rubber stopper containing 20 c.c. of sterile water. After 
thorough mixture various quantities of the emulsion 
were added to lactose bile-salt and other media tubes, 
while in several instances ‘1 c.c. was distributed direct 
over the surface of a lactose bile-salt agar plate. The 
results as regards the number of B. coli are shown in 


the Table. 








No. of B. Coli per grm. of When Sausages made, 
No Sausage. in relation to sampling 
1 19—100 Same day. 
2 More than 100 Previous day. 
3 a "= Same day. 
4 ” » 
5 » ” (600) ” 
6 ” ” (100) ” 
i ” ” (5,800) » 
8 a (60,000) rong meat previous 
day, filled in same day 
9 - - (120,000) Same day. 
10 ” ” (2,500) ” 
11 et " (45,000) ” 
12 - ” ” 





This Table shows that B. coli were present in ever 
case and were frequently in very large numbers. 
smaller quantity than 0°l c.c. of the emulsion, equiva- 
lent to ‘01 grm. of sausage, was not examined, but in 
all, except the first specimen, this quantity contained 
B. coli. That is in 92 per cent. there were more than 
100 &. coli per grm. In seven instances, by brushing 
diluted fractions of the emulsion over lactose bile salt 
neutral-red agar plates the exact number of B. colt could 
be more nearly determined. In these instances the 
numbers per gramme are shown in the table in brackets. 

Most of the sausages were quite recently made. 
These results show that even with quite freshly pre- 
ag sausages B coli is always present in large numbers. 

‘he B colt had the typical excretal characters. 

Ordinary wusculature, bread, and the other con- 
stituents of sausages in their pure state do not contain 
B coli. This bacillus is the distinctive organism of 
excreta, and the fact that it was present in such large 
numbers indicates that the sausages were in an unsatis- 
factory state as regards hygienic purity. 

That sausages should be free from A. colt even per 
gramme is a hard saying, and probably quite impracti- 
cable to enforce in practice, but their presence in such 
large numbers is evidence of an undesirable want of 
cleanliness. The framing of any standards is made 
difticult by the fact that B cole multiply rapidly in 
Sausages, 

In connection with the bacteriology of sausages, the 
bacterial content of the “skins” is deserving of 
attention. 

The sausage casings are usually purchased dried and 
packed in salt, but sometimes they are used compara- 
tively fresh. 

A firm of gut-scrapers within the borough of Col- 
chester, who do a very extensive business in these dried 
guts for sausage-skins, prepare them in the following 
way :— 

The guts are scraped and then transferred to pickle 
consisting of a weak salt solution. They are left in this 
pickle for 24 hours or so, transferred to fresh pickle of 
similar composition ; then next day to fresh pickle and 
again the next day. Finally, after a day in the last 
solution they are placed in a stronger pickle. After 
about 24 hours in this solution they are roughly 
measured by hand, transferred to a table, dry salt rubbed 
well into them, wrapped up into bales, packed in boxes, 
and sent all over the country. 

The period from fresh gut to dry gut mixed with salt 
takes hecdiees rather less than a week, the guts being 
transferred daily from one brine solution to another. 
No exact strength of pickle was used, the solutions 
being only roughly le t.e., two handfuls or so of 
dried salt added to an ordinary sized barrel half full of 
water. 

I have bacterially examined a number of the dried 
sausage-skins supplied by this tirm, and none of them 
contained B coli. The procedure adopted would seem 
to be sufficient to eliminate intestinal organisms. 

In a number of instances, however, I have come across 
sausage-makers who prepare their own sausage-skins 
direct from the slaughtered animals and use them in a 
very fresh condition. This is a most objectionable 
practice. In these cases the guts were washed out with 
weter several times, placed in a little salt and water, and 
used wet, perhaps two to three days after being obtained. 
A consideration of the histological structure of the 
small intestine will make clear the great difficulty in 
washing away all bacteria from its interior. Also, as 
we know, pathogenic bacteria in the intestines are more 
frequently met with on the mucous membrane than in 
the actual contents. Such cleaning is quite insufficient 
to wash away all organisms, and should the guts be 





| skins as used. 


derived from a diseased pig, as might well be the case, 
harmful pathogenic bacteria would be contained in the 
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That this is not improbable is shown by the results of 
the examinations made. Separate samples of the casings 
used were collected in sterile bottles. In all nine 
iustances in which dried skins packed in salt were used 
B. coli were absent (1 inch of “skin” examined). 

In the remaining three instances (25 per cent.) freshly- 
prepared sausage-skins were used. 
B. colt were readily isolated. 

In numerous instances sausages have given rise to 
isolated cases and a'so to extensive outbreaks of poison- 
ing. These meat-poisoning outbreaks, from a bacterio- 
logical standpoint, are, broadly speaking, of three diffe- 
rent kinds, and all three have been met with caused by 
sausages : (a) due to toxins produced by the ordinar 
bacteria of decomposition ; (6) due to infection with 
certain members of the Gaertner gronp ; (c) due to infec- 
tion with B botulinus. 

In the first group are included the cases of poisoning 
due to the sausages having undergone some putrefactive 
changes, possibly in the meat before being made up into 
sausages. Cases of poisoning from this source would be 
usually mild and more or less isolated, no widespread 
outbreaks resulting. 

The second group of cases are much more serious, and 
are due to infection of the food with living bacteria, of 
which B. enteritidis (Gaertner) is the organism most 
commonly found. 

These organisins produce heat-resisting toxins, so that 
even if the sausages are properly cooked the undes- 
troyed toxins already present may be sufficient to produce 
symptoms. 

If ee to insufficient cooking or smoking the in- 
terior of the sausage is not raised above the death point 
of the bacilli (60—70°C.) living bacilli may be ingested, 
and severe illness result. In such cases there is usually 
a more or less definite incubation period, the symptoms 
are pronounced, sometimes fatal, and the blood of the 
affected patients will agglutinate the bacilli causing the 
outbreak. 

The fact that the bacilli of meat poisoning may survive 
in sausages only moderately well cooked is illustrated 
by the following experiment : Three sausages were pur- 
chased, and all three inoculated with a Gaertner bacillus 
isolated recently by the writer from a fatal case of meat 
poisoning. 

After inoculation the sausages were incubated for 
about 20 hours so that the infection would be very 
massive. 

One sausage was kept as a control, the other two were 
fried in a frying-pan in the ordinary way, one lightly 
cooked and the other fairly well cooked. All three 
sausages were then bacteriologically examined, and the 
Gaertner bacillus was very readily isolated from them. 
In botb instances the cooking was insufficient to kill the 
meat-poisoning bacilli in the interior of the sausages. 

B enteritidis is especially liable to infect pigs, causing 
definite symptoms. In such cases the bacilli are usually 
also present in the intestinal contents, so that the danger 
of using guts in an imperfectly cleaned condition is a 
very real one. Even if the sausage meat is itself free 
from objectionable bacilli, the bacteria from the infected 
casing will rapidly multiply and make their way to the 
interior of the sausage, and, with imperfect cooking, 
| there survive. 

he third group includes the cases of so-called 
botulism. As far as I know cases have not been recorded 
in this country. They have occurred chiefly in Germany, 
and particularly in Wiirtemburg. In the latter country 
it was formerly very prevalent but is now comparatively 
rarely met with. It was mainly caused by the use of 
liver and blood sausages, improperly cooked or smoked 
and kept for an undue period. The symptoms come on 
twenty-four to thirty-six hours after a meal. Due to 


B. botulinus an anaérobic organism producing powerful 
toxins. 


According to Ostertag this bacillus will not 


In all of these} - 











develop in six per cent. of common salt, so that ordinary 
pickling will prevent its development. 

The action of sodium chloride upon bacteria is a very 
weak one, and brine solutions have to be both fairly 
concentrated and prolonged in their action to effect the 
death of pathogenic bacteria. 


Milk and Beef Trade.—Lancashire Farmers’ 
Association Meeting at Preston. 


Further evidence of the influence now exerted by the 
Lancashire Farmers’ Association was furnished on 
Wednesday, 2nd inst., when one of the largest and most 
representative meetings of farmers and milk sellers was 
held at Preston under its auspices. The meeting was 
convened with a view to concerted action to secure 
higher prices for milk, necessitated by the greatly in- 
ereased cost of production, and to consider what steps 
should be taken in response to a resolntion of the 
National Meat Traders’ Association which, if enforced, 
would have a far-reaching effect on feeders and vendors 
of finished stock. The resolution of the Meat Traders 
which commanded attention was as follows :—“ That 
it be an instruction from the National Federation to 
its aftiliated associations that on and after November 
2nd, 1908, any animal or animals bought by any mem- 
ber or members of a Master Butchers’ Association either 
by public or private sales tor purposes of sale for the 
food of man shall be guaranteed by the farmer, auc- 
tioneer, or vendor to be free from disease and fit for the 
food of man, and that such warranty shall remain in 
force for a period not extending more than ten days 
after the day of delivery.” 

The first resolution was based upon recommenda- 
tions contained in the following circular, issued by the 
Milk Committee of the Lancashire Farmers’ Associa- 
tion, viz.— 

“A meeting of the Central Association of Dair 
Farmers was held in London on August 19th, at which 
a large number of delegates from the great milk-pro- 
ducing associations were present, when it was decided 
that the price recommended for milk despatched by rail 
should be: October, 1908, to April, 1909, 2s. 6d. per 
dozen quarts, or 10d. per imperial gallon ; April, 1909, 
to October, 1909, 2s., or 8d. respectively. Your Milk 
Committee, at a meeting on August 22nd, considered it 
advisable to recommend the above prices to members 
of the Association, which they believe can be easily 
— if milk producers make a firm and united 
stand. 

What is known as “warm milk” should, of course, 
command rather higher prices than the above. The 
retail price of milk must necessarily vary somewhat 
according to local circumstances ; but in the opinion of 
the Committee in no case should this ever = below 
34d. per quart during the winter, and 3d. per quart 
during the summer months. 

During the autumn of 1907, the above-mentioned 
prices were obtained by a great many members of the 
Association, and it is believed that, if farmers will con- 
tinue to combine, those prices in future will be obtained 
without difficulty. 

It may be pointed out that although in some parts 
of Lancashire farming prospects may appear to be good, 
yet it is considered by a good many leading authorities 
that the production of milk during the coming winter 
will be a costly business. Feeding stuffs, upon which so 
many farmers depend for producing milk, are very high, 
and other reasons that appear to justify the securing of 
better prices are the great cost otiene. the restrictions 
placed upon the milk producers by the health authori- 
ties, the low price of beef, and the better prices to be 
obtained for butter and cheese. Higher prices are ob- 
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tained for retail milk, and consequently the price for 
wholesale milk should be in proportion. Sometimes the 
milk buyer will endeavour to obtain the milk at 93d. 
instead of 10d. a gallon, and althongh there does not 
appear to be much difference, yet, if a producer is send- 
ing 40 gallons of milk away daily at the lesser price, 
there will be a difference of £15 4s. 2d. per annum in 
the milk account. 

Meinbers are again reminded that proper contract 
forms for the supply of milk, giving due security to the 
seller, nay be had by request from the secretary. 

Greater difficulty is being experienced in obtaining 
compensation for milk spilt during transit on the rail 
way, as the railway companies refuse to pay for the 
spilt milk if seat at the owner's risk rate, unless the 
loss is proved to be due to “ wilful misconduct” on the 
part of the company’s servants. Your Committee think 
every effort should be made to get the Railway Con- 
tracts Bill passed into law, as this will compel the 
railway companies to exercise greater vigilance in super 
vising the handling of milk cans by their servants.” 

Mr. Nuttall, speaking on the wholesale trade, said that 
as representing an organisation not directly connected 
with the Lancashire Farmers’ Association, he must 
thank that body for having called together such a large 
gathering. No doubt the importance of the question 
at issue had something to do with the magnitude of the 
meeting, but he ventured to assert that without the in- 
fluence of the Lancashire Farmers’ Association it would 
have been impossible to secure such a representative 
assembly. He and the members of the Bolton Dairy 
Farmers’ Association were directly interested in the 
retail trade, but he contended it was the wholesale man 
who would have to move before it was possible for the 
retailers to raise the price of milk. (Hear, hear.) Though 
the retailers’ prices were not satisfactory, they were 
relatively better than the wholesalers at the present 
time. The wholesale price now averaged 8d. per gallon 
through, but in addition to that, the preducer had to 
pay ?d. per gallon carriage on the milk, and that brought 
the figure down to 7} per gallon. They, as retailers, 
were getting 334 per cent. besides the three-farthings 
earriage higher than the wholesale men, and he sub- 
mitted that while it did cost something to distribute 
milk it did not cost anything like 334 percent. In proof 
of that, let them turn to the case of the co-operative 
socieites. Without entering into the merits of co- 
operative or private trading, one was bound to admit 
that so far as co-operation was concerned they had 
certainly managed to distribute milk very economically, 
and as showing that the wholesale price was consider- 
ably lower than the price at which they retailed they 
found from their balance sheets that milk was one of 
the commodities out of which they made the greatest 
profit. He moved, “That this meeting approves of the 
circular issued by the Milk Committee of the Lanca- 
shire Farmers’ Association, and eonsiders the prices for 
wholesale and retail milk recommended in that circular 
to be fair and reasonable. Further, this meeting 
pledges itself to use every possible effort to put it in 
force.” 

Mr. Edgar Jackson seconded, and said every member 
of the Clitheroe branch, which he represented, was 
unanimous in this matter. Between 60 and 70 wholesale 
men turned up at a meeting on Thursday last to con- 
sider this question, and after thorough discussion they 
were united in the demand for higher prices. Between 
28,000 and 30,000 gallons of milk had been sent wey 


from the Clitheroe district during this summer, and, 
after expenses had been deducted, the actual price re- 
ceived was 6d. per gallon, or no more than 14 per quart. 
Thus the producer, with all his invested capital and the 
risks he had to run, had a very small margin of profit 
compared with the wholesale distributor, and the time 
had come when he must demand something like a com- 





mensurate return. (Hear, hear.) They did not object 
to allowing the “tippler” a fair margin of profit for his 
labour, but they did object to continue to produce milk 
at an impossible price. Trade was bad in the country, 
but trade for agriculturists was rotten. It had been 
bad for the last five or six years, but they had never 
realised their position as they were doing at the present 
time. (Hear, hear.) Adverting to a point raised by 
Mr. Nuttall, he observed that Co-operative Societies 
had been paying very good dividends, and had shown 
the farmers the art of centralisation. That centralisa- 
tion scheme would have to be fully considered, and he 
believed that the members of Co-operative Societies 
would be the very last persons, if the matter was put 
plainly before them, to banter them down one farthing. 
Though milk was being sold at the same price as 30 or 
40 years ago, feeding stuffs were 30 to 40 per cent. 
dearer, and the farmer was called upon to bear greater 
financial burdens, and unless they commanded a 
fair price they could not possibly pay their way. (Ap- 
plause). 
TuBERCULOUS Fat Stock. 

Mr. Mattinson (Bamber Bridge) moved : “ That while 
sympathising with the butchers in the hardship in- 
flicted upon them by the confiscation of tuberculous car- 
cases bona-fide bought at a fair market price and 
apparently healthy, this meeting considers the pro- 
posal of the National Veat Traders’ Association to 
throw the whole responsibility on the farmers to be un- 
fair, and that farmers, butchers, and auctioneers should 
combine and make every possible effort to enforce their 
demand for a reasonable scheme of compensation from 
public funds when carcases of animals that have showu 
no previous symptorn of being diseased are condemned 
in the public interest, and that the Central Chamber of 
Agriculture should try and bring about a conference 
with the National Federation of Meat Traders with the 
object of bringing pressure to bear on the Government 
to deal with the matter.” No one, of course, could 
expect a butcher to pay a top price for a first prize 
beast and then have it cut down, but he regarded 
the proposal of the meat traders as unworkable, and 
there would be no end to litigation if it were carried 
into effect. The butcher had his hearty sympathy 
but he was convinced their resolution was unworkable. 
Provision was made for the treatment and prevention of 
disease vut of public funds, and he centended that 
from this source compensation should be forthcoming 
for cattle found after slaughter to be tuberculous, and 
then confiscated in the public interest. (Applause.) 
They should combine to eradicate the disease at the 

ublic expense, and not at the expense of the farmer or 

utcher. 

The Chairman announced at this stage that he had 
received a letter from Mr. Jas. Kay regretting his in- 
ability to be present, and stating that he was in agree- 
ment with the terms of the resolution to be submitted. 

Mr. T. Sagar seconded the resolution in a vigorous 
speech. He said he attended the great agricultural 
conference held in London in 1892, and supported the 
resolution proposed by Mr. Kay, who was chairman of 
the Blackburn Farmers’ Association of that time. That 
resolution was unanimeusly carried, but he was sorry to 
say that in the long interval since that time farmers 
seemed to have been like the voice crying in the wilder- 
ness--(laughter and applause)—and nothing had been 
done to give effect to that resolution, which was passed 
by one of the largest assemblies representing agriculture 
that ever was held. Further than that, there had been 
a committee sitting on this particular question, and they 
had its report, but he was not aware of anything the 
Government had done. Only about five or six years 
ago he went with another deputation of butchers and 
meat traders and interviewed the Presidents of the 
Board of Trade and Board of Agriculture, the Right 
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Hon. Mr. Henry Chaplin and the Right Hon. Mr. 


less gone up in some cases. Wages, too, were as high 
. ’ ’ i'4 


Walter Long, but nothing had been done yet. That | again, and he regarded the demand for a higher price of 


resolution which, if carried into effect, would have got 
in the thin end of the wedge, provided that if a beast 
to all appearances was sound and was afterwards cut 
down in the interests of the public health, compensa- 
tion ought to be fortheoming. It was high time they | 
tried to give effect to that resolution. It had been said | 
that the meat traders did no good in that particular 
movement, but he thought they did, for they impressed 
on the two ministers of that time the need of appoint- 
ing inspectors who knew something about a cow and a 
carcase, and who knew when they had seen something 
that was wrong. He believed that from that day there 
had been a considerable improvement in that respect. 

Another point was that there was great diversity of 
opinion among authorities as to the risk incurred by 
consumers of the flesh of animals that might be more 
or less slightly tainted witb tuberculosis. Extravagant 
figures published as to the percentage of animals more 
or less tubercnlous were apt to cause alarm in some 
quarters, but it was admitted on all sides by the best 
authorities that only a very small percentage of animals 
were affected in such a degree as to be a source of 
danger at all, and that fact should be given prominence 
on every possible occasion. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. E. G. Hothersall supported the resolution, and 
said it was impossible for farmers to make an honest 
living and sell at present prices milk of the quality 
demanded by the Board of Agriculture. If those who 
asserted that the farmer was always grumbling knew 
what he had to contend with they would be more inclined 
to sympathise than to criticise. In the old days plenty 
of the milk that was brought into the towns was half 
water, but there was no grumbling. He knew some 
farmers who acknowledged that they paid the'r rents, 
and others their provender bills, out of water, but they 
had no complaints, and the people were healthy. (Loud ; 
laughter). Now they hada standard of quality to main- 
tain, their rates were probably double and treble what 
they were, and rents, instead of going down, had doubt- 


milk not only as reasonable but a necessity. 


A NATIONAL QUESTION. 


On the second question he felt that the butchers had 
a reasonable complaint to make, and he was sure that 
if the Government realised the importance of the 
matter, early legislation would be forthcoming. Under 
present conditions they were merely playing in the hands 
of the foreigner, and there were lots of young butchers 
commencing business who hardly dare buy an English 
beast, for fear of the loss that would be incurred in the 
event of one being cut down. The question was a 
national one, and the sooner it was treated as such the 
better it would be. As soon as compensation was forth- 
coming to the farmer and the butcher, more English 
meat would be consumed, and this would be far better 
for everyone concerned. The previous day he had an 
interview with the president and several members of 
the Lancaster Butchers’ Association, and they told him 
distinctly they would not seek the guarantee, pointing 
out that if the butchers enforced this demand upon the 
farmers they would only defer the time when compensa- 
tion would be forthcoming from public funds. Their 
advice was for the Farmers’ Associations throughout 
Lancashire to urge this matter on the Government, and 
show the need for early legislation. If this reasonable 
demand was not met before the next election, he hoped 
they would see to it that the members returned to the 
next Parliament were pledged in favour. (Applause). 

After diseussion, it was resolved “ That this meeting, 
while agreeing that reasonable milk legislation is re- 
quired in the interests of consumers, at the same time 
urges that it should be based on grounds reasonable to 
producers.” : eon 

Hearty thanks were accorded the Chairman for his 
valuable services, and to Mr. Hothersall for the use of 
his mart, at the close of a representative and united 
meeting.— The Preston Guardian. 
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State Veterinary Examination in France. 


The following from La Semaine Vétérinaire may be 
of interest in illustrating the methods employed by our 
neighbours in selecting candidates for public appoint- 
ments : 

“The examination of candidates for the post of De- 
partmental Veterinary Surgeon for Haute-Vienne was 
held at Limoges on the 10th August. The examiners 
were--M. Lechlainche, Professor at Toulonse Veterinary 
School, President ; M. Rabieaux, Inspector for Epizootic 
diseases to the Agricultural Department ; M Mesnard, 
Veterinary Surgeon for La Charente; M. Desmars, 
Secretary to the Prefecture, representing the Prefect of 
Haute-Vienne ; Dr. Torrade, Councillor of the Depart- 
ment. 

Nine candidates had applied for the post, seven ap- 
peared, and six underwent examination. They were 
Messieurs : 

Affre, Veterinary Surgeon to Villefranche-de-Rouergue 
(Aveyron), formerly head of the Natnral History De- 
partment at the Toulouse Veterinary School. 

Gantieur René, Veterinary Inspector for the Depart- 
ment of the Seine, formerly a Chief Inspector of the 
Brest Abattoir. 

Louis, Veterinary Surgeon at Piré. 

Neumann, Head of the Section for Veterinary Inspec- 
tors at the Toulouse Veterinary School. 

Dr. Permilleux, Veterinary Inspector for the Seine 
Department. 

Vida!, Veterinary Surgeon at Brienon (Yonne). 

The candidates were required to 

1. Write a memoir “On Immmunisation in Anthrax 
and Swine-fever. Describe, with details, the methods 
to be employed.” 

Four hours, without books or notes were allowed for 
this. 

2. “At the Argicultural Show at X-—-—, the Prefect 
of Hante-Vienne requires you to address a gathering of 
farmers on Foot-and-mouth disease, pointing ont its 
seriousness, the means of prevention, and the sanitary 
measures applicable to same.” 

The address to occupy half an hour. Half an hour 
allowed, without books or notes, for the preparation. 

3. (a) Clinica! examination.—-“ This mare for several 
weeks has had a nasal discharge. As her temperature 
is sub-febrile, it is useless to mallein her. Tell, as far 
as possible, by clinical examination, what she is suffer- 
ing from. Indicate the steps yon would take to quickly 
verify your diagnosis.” 

This mare was suffering from pharyngitis with a 
discharge from the right nostril. 

For verification of diagnosis the following means 
could be adopted :—Bacterivlogical examination, inocu- 
lation of reacting animals, potato culture, sero-agglu- 
tination, skin and eye reactions. 

(4) Examination of the mare shown. Determine the 
nature of the lesions found on the off hind leg. 

This second mare had reticular lymphangitis follow- 
ing “ cracked heel.” 

For the examination of these two horses and the 
diagnosis a quarter of an hour was allowed. 

(ec) This cow has been coughing and wheezing, after 
slight exertion, for several months. The treatment 
adopted has given no result. Owner wants a diagnosis 
and wishes to know what treatment you recommend. 
With this cow are stabled others. 

This cow had a tuberculous retro pharyngeal gland as 
big as one’s fist. An empiric had inserted a seton 
through the throat. A quarter of an hour was allowed 
for examination ani diagnosis. 

4. Bacteriology.— (a) Guinea pig inoculated with 
glandular pulp from a quarter of beef seized when 
exposed for sale. Find the nature of infection ? (Symp- 
tomatic anthrax). | 
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(4) Pigeon inoculated with pulp of pigeon’s spleen. 
Find the nature of infection? (Swine-fever). 

(c) Suspected milk from bottom of separator. Make 
a bacteriological analysis by direct examination (tuber 
culous bacilli and pasteurella). 

Two hours allowed for 4. 

5. Examination of animals and meat. 

(a) Describe the animal shown as to breed, conforma 
tion, quality, weight and yield. (A fat Limousin cow). 

(6) Name the pieces of meat shown, say if whole 
some and state what are the evident lesions. 

The pieces were: the hind quarter of a cow with 
tuberculous peritonitis ; a shoulder, tongue, liver and 
lung of the horse ; a healthy sheep’s liver ; the liver of 
a sheep with distoma ; the liver of a pig with echino 
coccus, an anemic sheep. 

A quarter of an hour allowed for 5. 

All the candida’ es qualified and received the congratu- 
lations of the examiners. 

The maximum points obtainable was 1165 and the 
minimuin to pass was 60. 

The superior ability and knowledge displayed by M. 
Affre, who gained 99 points, was recognised by his 
colleagues. The examination was from Monday to 
Wednesday. 


Mr. J. A. Gilruth to be Principal of Australian 
Veterinary College. 


New Zealand is to lose the most able worker it has yet 
had attached to its agricultural service, Mr. J. A. Gilruth, 
Chief Veterinarian and Government Bacteriologist, who 
has been appointed director of the National Veterinary 
College and Research Institute, being established by the 
Victorian Government. Mr. Gilrnth’s resignation can 
only be regarded as a loss to farming interests of New 
Zealand. He is not only an able veterinarian but is a 
scientific worker in the fields of bacteriology and animal 
pathology. He has rendered signal service to the stock- 
owners of the Dominion on more than one occasion. 
With the several dread contagions diseases which, of 
late years, have made their appear.n e among our farm 
stock his method of control has been so effective that 
the diseases h+ve either disappeared or have ceased to 
bea menace. There are still troubles, and great ones— 
tuberculosis, for instance— which area serious occasion 
of loss to the stock breeder. The way to their eradica- 
tion has, however, been pointed ont ‘by Mr. Gilrnth in 
his annual reports ; the remedial measures he has advo- 
cated have still to be applied. 

Mr. Gilruth is to continue in colonial tields of activity, 
and much of his work will be in connection with ail- 
ments of stock which are common to the Commonwealth 
and the Dominion. He will occupy a position for which 
he is peculiarly fitted- the Principal of a College for the 
training of veterinary surgeons—in which his influence 
will continue to be exercised in no small measure for the 
benefit of this country. We nay take it for granted 
that, even should New Zealand students not take advan- 
tage of the opportuities which will be afforded them of 
securing a thoreugh training at the Australian institu- 
tion, we will be able todraw on Australian veterinaries 
trained under Mr. Gilruth, and thereby possessing a 
knowledge of the New Zealaud aspects of animal dis 
ease which will be of special value to them for this 
country. 

THe AusTRALIAN SCHEME, 
According to Australian papers to hand the Victorian 
scheme is planned on broad lines. The State Govern- 





ment has decided to replace the present Veterinary 
College affiliated with the Melbourne University with a 
National Veterinary College, the State tinding the funds 
(£5,000) for the erection of the newcollege, and providing 
an annual sum of £3,500 for the upkeep of the institu- 





tion. The college, it is said, is being designed to serve 
the whole of Australia as a training ground for veteri- 
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nary students. The work the Principal will have to 
carry out (says a Sydney paper) is expected to exercise 
a wide inflnence cver veterinary matters generally, 
while the work of the Research Institute will be so 
important “that it is expected veterinary science in 
Australia will be lifted on to a high plane, affording 
justification for an affiliation with the corresponding 
institution in Great Britain.” An idea finding much 
favour in Australia is that inasmuch as the institution 
will be the only one of its kind in Australia it should 
be given Federal importance, and that by a process of 
Federal legislation diplomas and degrees conferred by 
the college should have uniform value throughout 
Australia. 

It will be seen from this that the position to which 
Mr. Gilruth has been appointed is the most important 
yet created in the veterinary world of Anstralasia. 
The salary attached to the position is £1,000 per 
annum. 

Mr. GriLrutn’s CAREER. 


Mr. Gilruth has attained distinction in his profession 
at a comparatively early age. Having in wield his good 
record of original research work and his many successful 
campaigns in fighting animal disease, it is hard to realise 
that it was as late as 1892 that he graduated at Glasgow, 
and the Royal Veterinary College, London. At Glasgow 
he took first honours in all professional examinations. 
At London he gained a medal for the best examination 
on all the subjects in the curriculum. 

With such a brilliant career at college he had little 
difficulty in securing an appointment with the New 
Zealand Government in 1893 from a large number of 
applicants. Within three years of his appointment he 
was promoted to the position of Chief Veterinarian, 
and immediately afterwards visited Europe at the in- 
stance of the New Zealand Government, principally 
with the object of studying Continental and British 
laboratories and abattoirs. During his absence Mr. 
Gilruth took a long course of study at the Pasteur In- 
stitute, making hinself acquainted with the latest ad- 
vances in bacteriological science. In the same year he 
visited Australia as delegate to the Tick Conference and 
made, at the same time, an investigational tour through- 
out Queensland. Again in 1900 he was appointed 
special commissioner to Australia for the investigation 
of Bubonic Plague. 

His ability as a bacteriologist and a pathologist was 
early recognised by the New Zealand Government In 
1898 he was appointed to undertake work for medical 
men, and in 1900 he was appointed (with Dr. Mason, 
now Chief Health Officer), one of the two Chief Health 
Commissioners on the Royal Commission of Public 
Health. 

His Work Fork NEW ZEALAND. 


It is not out of place to briefly refer to some phases 
of Mr. Gilruth’s work in New Zealand, especially to his 
original work in the investigation of disease, particulars 
of which have been gleaned from his interesting annual 
reports. 

One of his first snecessful campaigns against disease 
was his location of swine fever and its rapid stamping 
out at practically no cost to the taxpayers. 

His research work in connection with cirrhosis of the 
liver or Winton disease, was of a very important nature. 
This disease, it will be reme:mbered, is dne to the eating 
of ragwort and affected horses, cattle, and sheep. The 
same disease was known in Nova Scotia, and was there 
designated Pictou disease. This had been studied by 








New Zealand researches have been proved to be due 
to another variety of the same species of plant (Senecio), 

Mr. Gilruth’s crusade against Blackleg was singularly 
successful. This tronble rapidly gained a foothold in 
Taranaki and threatened to be a veritable scourge, 
Thanks to the method of treatment recommended by 
Mr. Gilruth and the use of the vaccine supplied from 
the laboratory, the disease has now practically disap- 
peared from Taranaki. 

Another trouble dairymen of this conntry have had 
to face is contagious abortion and sterility. At one 
time this was estimated to be costing the country nearly 
a quarter of a million pounds per annum, an extent of 
loss disputed by no one. By following out the lines of 
treatment, preventive aud curative, recommended by 
Mr. Gilruth in his leaflets, the disease is now of very 
smal] proportions. One result of Mr. Gilruth’s cam- 
paign has been that the periodic and systematic irriga- 
tion of cows for the prevention of sterility and abortion 
- now a routine operation on every up-to-date dairy 
arm. 

Still another trouble with dairy stock which has been 
a cause of considerable trouble and loss—contagious 
mammitis—was early investigated by Mr. Gilruth, and 
although, unfortunately in this case, the recommenda- 
tions made have not been carried out there is little 
doubt that had proper steps been taken this vexatious 
trouble would not have been the serious menace to 
the dairy industry that it unfortunately is at the 
present time. 

Mr. Gilruth had early opportunity of dealing with 

anthrax. The cases were demonstrated and their 
source in every case distinctly traced to the importa- 
tion of bone maaure, principally Indian ; in fact, in 
one sample the microbe of anthrax was isolated at the 
laboratory. Through being able to determine the 
cause with exactitude steps were ultimately taken to 
prevent the introduction of the disease through similar 
channels, although this consummation, as a result of 
Mr. Gilruth’s representations, was tardy in its arrival. 
Mr. Gilruth’s researches on the methods of obtaining 
immunity in anthrax have received high recognition 
from different scientitic authorities. 
Other matters which have engaged Mr. Gilruth’s 
attention are goitre in young animals, malignant 
tumours in all classes of stock, tuberculosis, actinomy- 
cosis, and cancer, and other diseases in fish. In connec- 
tion with cancer in fish Mr. Gilruth received the thanks 
of the Imperial Cancer Research Fund. 

These instances of the work Mr. Gilruth has accom- 
plished in this country do not cover the whole field of 
his activity, but they will suffice to indicate the import- 
ant work he has accomplished for New Zealand farmers, 
The New Zealand Times. 





Tropical Diseases in Jamaica. 


Sir Alfred Jones (chairman of the Liverpool School of 
Tropical Medicine) is making arrangements to despatch 
an expedition to Jamaica to investigate tropical diseases 
there and the insect life of the island, which is respon- 
sible for carrying disease. It is intended to send Mr. 
Robert Newstead, the lecturer in Economic Entomology 
and Parasitology of the Liverpool School of Tropical 
Medicine to Jamaica in the first week of November to 
undertake the investigation of the ticks there respon- 
sible for certain diseases in animals, and of disease bear- 
ing insects. He may be accompamed by a medical 





many authorities of standing in America without the 


research investigator, whose duties would be to investi- 


cause being discovered. Since Mr. Gilruth’s researches, | gate indigenous diseases of the island. 


however, the identity of the two diseases and their com- 


mon cause have been admitted. The Molteno disease | 
in South Africa is essentially the same, and since the! 


Mr. Newstead has special qualifications for the duties 
assigned to him. {In 1886 he was given the directorship 
of the Grosvenor Museum, Chester. [le retained this 















= SS at Pr ert 4S 


ea hm ™ two 


i ee ee il el i ee ee i ee a 








'_ or > 


TV ee oe 











September 12,1908 THE VETERINARY RECORD 167 





office for nearly 20 years, and in April, 1905, was ap- 
pointed lecturer in Economic Entomology and Parasit- 
ology at the University of Liverpool, in the Liverpool 
School of Tropical Medicine. He is a Fellow of the 
Entomological Society of London, an honorary ember 


of the Royal Horticultural Society, and an Associate of 


the Linnean Society of London. 


Meat Case at Accrington—Dismissed, 


At Church Police Court on September 3rd, Benjamin 
Bleasdale, butcher, 1 and 3 Victoria Street, Clayton-le- 
Moors, was summoned by the Clayton Urban District 
Council for exposing unsound meat for sale. Mr. A. E. 
Britclitfe appeared for the prosecution, and Mr. Jas. C. 
Waddington, Burnley, was for the defendant. The case 
excited a good deal of interest. 

Mr. Britcliffe, in opening the case said the defendant 
was a butcher carrying on business in Barnes Square, 
Clayton, and having a slaughter-house licensed by the 
Council behind 307 Whalley Road. On Tuesday, the 
2ist July last, Jas. P. Dixon, nuisance inspector to the 
Clayton Council, visited the slaughter-house mentioned, 
and saw the carcase of a bull in conrse of preparation 
for sale for human food. Mr. Dixon examined the ani- 
mal which was hanging in the slaughter-house, and 
found that its head and neck were swollen, and near 
the jaw there was a large ball, like a swelling. Met- 
calfe then promptly took his knife, and with more strong 
language he plunged it into this swelling, and a quantity 
of matter flew out on to his face and clothes and on to the 
floor. On further examination the inspector found the 
neck of the carcase infiltrated with matter, and he 
came to the conclusion that there was an abscess. He 
informed Dr. Tattersall, who attended and examined 
the carcase, and shortly after they went to defendant’s 
residence, and made an appointment through his wife 
for defendant to attend at the doctor’s surgery. De- 
fendant attended at the time fixed, and brought with 
him in a basket a portion of the carcase cut from the 
region of the abscess. He stated that he had had it 
examined by Mr. Kirkham, of Accrington, and he said it 
was all right. He objected to the doctor and inspector 
seizing anything that was not wrong, and he contended 
that the meat was right. Defendant, when asked to 
sever a certain part of the carcase that was considered 
diseased, objected to doing so. Ultimately, however, 
he did so up to a line marked by Dr. Tattersall, and the 

art that was severed was taken before Mr. Arthur 
Vilson, a Justice of the Peace, who gave an order for 
its destruction as being unfit for the food of man. It 
was afterwards taken to Mr. Allen, veterinary surgeon, 
Accrington, who came to the same conclusion as the 
magistrate, the medical officer, and the inspector, that 
it was unfit for food. {t was then taken to the Accring- 


detendant told witness that he should sue the Clayton 
Council for the value of meat taken, and for the loss of 
trade caused by a report of the affair going abont. 

In reply to Mr. Waddington, witness said he only 
complained of the 70lb of head and neck which he had 
taken away. Witness did not know the nature of the 
disease, but he considered that it was an abscess. He 
did not know that there was anything else wrong with 
it. He would not say there was any disease, except the 
; swelling. 
| Mr. Waddington: Then it was simply a case of 
| “swelled head ?”—You can put it that way if you like. 
| What did the man Metcalfe say it was that came out 
of the swelling !—-He said afterwards it was “nowt but 





> | water.” But [ say it was stinking matter. 


| When you went back to the slaughter-house with the 
doctor, was there any of the matter on the floor /—No, 
| it had been swilled away, and the abscess from the car- 
case had been cut away and put among the waste fat. I 
had to search to find it. 

Mr. Waddington closely questioned witness as to what 
part of the beast the abscess was in, and received the 
reply that it was in the head. Beyond that witness 
declined to go in discussing the anatomy of the beast. 
He would not say what the abscess was caused by. 

Dr. L. Tattersall, Medical Officer of Health for Clay- 
ton-le-Moors, spoke to visiting the defendant’s slangbter- 
house, where he found a bull skinned and in preparation 
for sale. It was diseased below the jaw and near the 
throat. He found an abscess, the cavity of which had 
contained about halfa pint of pus or septic matter All 
the structures about the neck and throat were infiltrated. 
The head and neck were not fit for human food, and he 
condemned the meat to the shoulders. The spleen 
me thickened and abnormal, and he also condemned 
that. 

Mr. Britclitfe : Would anyone eating this meat suffer 
from blood-poisoning or a variety of other diseases ?— 
They might do. It might produce many forms of disease, 

Dr. Tattersall went on to say that defendant later on 
brought some of the parts of the carcase to his surgery 
and said Mr. Kirkman had pronounced them all right. 
But he (Dr. Tattersall) would not look at them ; be had 
already seen them. He told defendant they (the Coun- 
cil’s officers) had condemned the parts, and they could 
not take any notice of outsiders. 

Mr. Waddington cross-exemined Dr. Tattersall at 
some length. The doctor explained the position and 
nature of the abscess, and said the neck and shoulders 
of the animal became infiltrated with the matter flowing 
from the abscess. He could not say the animal had 
any other disease. 

Mr. Waddington : Would an animal suffering from an 
abscess of that sort be able to eat !— Yes, quite well. 

What in your opinion would be the cause of an abscess 
of that sort —There might be many causes. 





ton destructor and destroyed. 

Jas. P. Dixon, Nuisance Inspector to the Clayton 
Council, spoke to visiting the defendant’s slaughter- | 
honse on July 21st. He found defendant’s servant, | 
William Metcalfe, there dressing a bull for food. 
Witness looked at the bull’s head, and found a large 
swelling. Metcalfe said: “There’s nowt wrong with 
that.” He(Metcalfe) slit the swelling with his knife, 
and about a gill of offensive fluid matter flew out on to 
Metcalfe’s face, clothes, and on tothe floor. The matter 
stank so much that witness went out for some fresh air. 
He (witness) sent for Dr. Tattersall to examine the 
abscess on the head, and he said it was diseased and 
unfit for the food of man. Witness took four pieces of 
the meat, weighing 70lb, before Mr. Wilson, J.P., and 
he made an order for it to be destroyed. The portions 
of meat condemned were sent to the public destructor 
at Accrington, and destroyed on July 24th. Later 








Name one ?—Well, an injury to the animal might 
cause it. 

An accident !-- Yes. 

Would rubbing its head against a chain or pole when 
it was chained up cause it ?—It might do. 

H. B. Allen, veterinary surgeon, Accrington, said 
he was veterinary surgeon to the Clayton Council. The 
condemned meat was brought to him after it had been 
seized and ordered to be destroyed. He was of the 
same opinion concerning it as the previous witnesses. 
The meat was not fit for human food. 

Mr. Waddington : When you saw the medical officer 
and the other people on the warpath you thought they 
wanted a strong “ backer” !—They did not require one. 

But they have got one ?—Yes. 

Mr. Britcliffe: Would you say this was a new abscess 
or an old one ?—An old one. 

Mr. Waddington : How old !—I could not say exactly 
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Mr. Britcliffe : Was the abscess just forming or was 
it in an advanced state ?—In an advanced stage. 

Wm. Marshall, a carter in the Council’s employ, spoke 
tu conveying the meat from the slaughter house to the 
town’s yard, to the surgery of Mr. Allen, and finally to 
the destructor. 

Mr. Waddington : What did you take it to the town’s 
yard in ?—A wheelbarrow. 

One that you put manure in?—Yes. (Laughter). 





In his evidence, Mr. Kirkman said the part of meat 
he saw was perfectly sound. He also examined one of 
the glands, and the opinion he formed was that it had 
been blocked, and the formation which had been spoken 
to was ordinary saliva. There were no traces of an 
abscess, and had there been one of the description given 
by the prosecution, the whole carcase would have been 
affected. 

Altogether eight witnesses were called for the defence. 


What did you take it to Accrington in ?—A cart. | Mr. Britcliffe put in an advertisement stating that the 
A manure cart I suppose !—Yes. (Laughter). | Public Health Act of 1890 had been adopted by the 
So it was no wonder Mr. Allen condemned it after | Council. ; ial 

that? (Laughter.)—It was wrapped up and clean straw| Mr. Waddington submitted an objection to the adver- 
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was put in the bottom of the cart. 


| tisement, which he contended was not in order. The 


For the defence Mr. Waddington said that even | Council ought to have fixed a date when it was to come 
according to the evidence of the prosecution the animal | into operation after publication. They had given only 
was not suffering from disease in the ordinary accepta-|an intended date. Had the latter been adhered to, the 
tion of the term. It had an injury which, according to | notice would not bave been in order, for the advertise- 


Dr. Tattersall, might have been caused by an aceident. 
He must apologise for the strong language used by de- 
fendant’s man, Metcalfe. No doubt he hurt the nuis- 
ance inspector’s dignity, and if Metcalfe had been more 

olite they would not have had the case there that day. 

r. Tattersall’s dignity also appeared to have been hurt, 
for when the meat was brought to his surgery he would 
not even look atit. Then no doubt the dignity of the 
Council was ruffled by defendant saying in his annoy- 
ance that he would prosecute them. The result of all 
tnis ruffled dignity was that proceedings were taken by 
the Council. The meat appeared to have been con- 
demned hastily, and it was only afterwards that it was 
taken to Mr. Allen. No doubt that was done to find 
justification for the seizure of the meat. There was not 
a single independent witness for the prosecution. They 
were all the Council’s own men. The beast was a good 
one, bought of Mr. Richard Sager, farmer, Ribchester, 
for £16 10s., and beyond a bit of a swelling under its 
jaw there was nothing the matter with it. Mr. Wad- 
dington suggested to the Bench that there had in this 
case been no legal seizure of the meat as required by the 
Act. All the condemned parts were cut off by defen- 
dant or his man, and none were cut off the Council’s 
officers. 

Defendant was then sworn and bore out Mr. Wad- 
dington’s statement as to where he got the bull. It was 
a good, healthy animal. He paid Mr. Sager £16 10s. for 
it, which was a good price. 

Mr. Britclitfe : Is that material ? 

Mr. Waddington: If he had paid a low figure you 
would have thought it inaterial. 

Defendant said he noticed at the time he bought it a 
bit of a lump under its jaw, but thought nothing of it, 
it was so small. After he heard of the visit of the 
Council’s officers to the slaughter-house he took a portion 
of the bull to Mr. Kirkman, a veterinary surgeon, and 
he would have called another but for what Dr. Tattersall 
and Mr. Dixon said to him. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Britcliffe, defendant replied 
that he knew the bull had a bit of a swelling, but he did 
not consider there was any disease. When the medical 
officer of health seized the meat he thought the Council 
were going to give the carters a treat. He admitted 
complaining about having to cut off so much of the car- 
case as Dr. Tattersall specified. He complained about 
the loss it would cause him. 

Richard Sagar, of Blackburn, stated that when de- 
fendant bought the animal in July it was in capital con- 
dition. It met with a slight accident, and that might 
have caused the alleged abscess. 

Mr. Britcliffe objected to the evidence of Mr. Kirkman, 
cattle doctor, Whalley Road, Accrington. He held no 
diploma, and could not give expert evidence. 

r. Waddington : I understand an expert is a man 
who knows what he is talking about. (Laughter). 





ment was ina paper for April 25th, and the intended 
date given was May 7th. That only allowed a fortnight, 
while the proper period was a month. 

Mr. Britclitfe said the magistrates had power tu deal 
with defendant uuder the Act of 1875. He was pro- 
ceeding to comment upon the notice in the paper, when 
Mr. Waddington interrupted, saying Mr. Britcliffe was 
bound by what he had put in. 

Magistrates’ Clerk : He has submitted that the Bench 
have power apart from the Act of 1890. 

Mr, Waddington : That is right, but he must adhere 
to that. 

After a hearing of three and a half hours, the magis- 
trates retired, and on their return, Mr. Riley observed 
that the Clayton authority was right in taking the case 
to Court. Seeing that the matter was one of such 
importance, the doctor might have given more attention 
to the carcase. Under all the circumstances they would 
dismiss the case.—T7'he Accrington Gazette. 





OuipHANT’s Law or HorsEs, INCLUDING THE Law OF 
INNKEEPERS, VETERINARY SURGEONS, ETC. Sixth 
Edition. By CLEMENT ELpuInsTone Luioyp, B.A., 
Oxon., Barrister-at-Law. The Veterinary portion 
revised by F. T. Barton, M.R.C.V.S.. With Cana- 
dian notes by CHARLES Morse, D.C.L., Dep. Reg. 
of the Exchequer Court of Canada. (London : Sweet 
and Maxwell, Ltd., 3, Chancery Lane. Toronto: 
The Carswell Co., Ltd., 30, Adelaide Street, East). 


Oliphant’s Law cf Horses is so old and well-known a 
work that a notice of the Sixth edition may almost be 
confined to briefly indicating the principal alterations 
which have taken place. The most noteworthy of these 
is the disappearance of the section dealing with Racing, 
Wagers, al Gene, which the present editor, believing 
—tightly, we think—that this subject is more suitable 
for a separate treatise, has deleted from the work. The 
remainder of the volume has been revised and brought 
np to date, which has of course involved considerable 
sheutben of various portions, noticeably with regard to 
— of liability in the hiring of horses. The Cana- 

ian notes by Dr. Morse, which have been restricted 
to “cases and statutes directly relating to horses and 
cattle,” consist of annotations—varying in length, but 
for the most part brief---scattered throughout the work, 
with a digest of the Canadian Statute Law vs an 
ee. 
he strictly veterinary portion of the work is of 
course written in popular language, and is occasionally 
unsatisfactory—as, for instance, on page 99, where we 
find a confusion between over-reach and forging. This 
section, however, is really the least important part of 
the work, which is not to be judged as a Veterinary 
treatise, but as a condensed summary—written chiefly 
for lawyers, but partly for the public also—of the law 
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relating to horses and other animals. Considering the 
extent and complexity of the subject—involving, as it 
does, many nice legal points not directly connected with 
animals—it is possible that no volume of this size will 
ever deal with it in an altogether satisfactory manner. 
The book under notice, however, has always been a 
useful guide to those concerned with the subject, and 
will continue to be so in its present form. 
W.R.C. 


Personal. 
SHEATHER—Best.-—On Sept. 3rd, Leslie Sheather, of 
the Pathological Laboratory R.V.C., to Miss Mand Best. 





ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 


Extract from London Gazette, 
War Orricr, WHITEHALL, Sept. 8. 


ARMY VETERINARY CorPs. 


The undermentioned to be Lieutenants on probation 
Dated Sept., 1908 :— 

Godfrey Ebenezer Tillyard, in succession to Lient.- 
Colonel Ernest R. C. Butler, promoted. 

James Joseph Hilliard, in succession to Maj. George T. 
Peacocke, tronsferred to Indian Army. 

Basil Andrew Jarvis, vice William T. Brookes, re- 
signed. 

Alfred Benjamin Bowhay, vice David O. Turnbull, 
resigned. 

Robert Aubrey Gooderidge, in snecsssion to Capt. 
Frederick H. Shore, retired. 

Wilfred Francis Laurie Bright, on augmentation. 





At the recent examination of candidates for Commis- 
sions in the Army Veterinary Corps the following 
gentlemen passed, and will be gazetted Lientenants on 
probation in due course :—C. A. Murray, E. H. Brogan. 

Lieut. T. A. Nicholas embarked in the Transport 
“Rohilla” on 4th September for India, on return to that 
country from sick leave of absence. 

Capt. H. E. Gibbs on termination of his six months 
sick leave of absence has been posted, temporarily, to 
Aldershot for duty. 

The following officers have been detailed to attend the 
post-graduate courses held during the months of October 
and November as under :— 

At Royal Veterinary College. — Vet.-Capt. C. H. 
Hylton Jolliffe, Ist Life Guards; Capt. A. S. Head, 
Canterbury; Capt. A. N. M. Swanston, Woolwich. 

At the University Liverpool.—Capt. M. St. G. Glasse, 
Fermoy. 

The following officers have been placed under orders 
for India, and they will probably embark on the dates 
stated against their names :—Lieut.-Col. E. R. C. Butler, 
Nov. 4, 1908; Major F. W. Sharp, D.S.0., Sept. 17, 
1908; Captains J. J. Griffith, Sept. 30, 1908; R. C. 
Cochrane, Jan. 20,1909; Lieutenants J. W. O'Kelly, 
Sept. 17, 1908; M. P. Walsh, Sept. 30, 1908; E. J. 
Devine, Jan. 20, 1909. 

Capt. J. B. Southey has been selected for a Civil ap- 
pointment under the Egyptian Government. 

Capt. F. U. Carr has been selected for the appoint- 
ment of Principal Veterinary Officer to the Egyptian 
Army, in place of Capt. A. Olver who is about to vacate 
same. 

CoMPARATIVE SUMMARY OF RETURNS 
Parasitic MANGE, IN IRELAND. 
1908 1907 1906 =: 1905 


Outbreaks in August 5 7 6 10 
ee Four months 31 63 67 163 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


THE ETIOLOGY OF RICKETS. 
Sir, 

The medical profession can claim priority in the treat- 
ment of some diseases peculiar to man and animals. If 
the present treatment of rickets in the human subject by 
means of open air exercise and lime water has only just 
arrived, I fancy, as far as veterinary surgeons are con 
cerned, that it is a little bit late on the scene, especially if 
it is claimed-as something quite fresh and new in animal 
therapeutics. 

During the last eight years I have had several cases of 
rickets in pups and where it has been possible I have in- 
variably recommended open air exercise with lime water, 
and occasionally cod liver oil. The results, especially in 
harriers, when aided by rational feeding, have been very 
successful, and all that could be desired. 

I am not so conceited as to believe that I stand alone in 
this matter, but fancy that the great majority of veterinary 
surgeons have been treating rickets in dogs like this for 
years.— Yours faithfully, G. Mayatyt, M.R.C.V.S 

P.8.—The method as regards foals and calves is also 
well-known among veterinarians. 





FARMERS AND COMPENSATION FOR 
TUBERCULOSIS 
Sir, 

I am herewith sending under separate cover a portion of 
the Preston Guardian of Saturday last: this is the leading 
agricultural paper in Lancashire. The Lancashire Farmers’ 
Association has some 2,500 members, and 1s an exceedingly 
virile body, and as you will see by the report, it is deter- 
mined to urge forward the question of eradication of tuber- 
culosis at the public expense, and will continue to exert 
great pressure to bring this about.— Yours faithfully, 

A. B. Martrysox 

Preston, September 7. 





VETERINARY APPOINTMENTS. 
Sr, 

Will you kindly allow me to draw the attention of your 
readers to the terms of appointment of Veterinary Inspector 
now vacant at Salford 

I have written to the Town Clerk of Salford asking for a 
copy of any regulations or conditions governing the appoint- 
ment, and have received the reply that there are none other 
than those appearing in the advertisement. 

The duties as given in the latter are to inspect live stock ; 
to inspect slaughter-houses and cowsheds; to act as In- 
spector (it does not specify veterinary inspector) under the 
Diseases of Animals Acts, and to act generally as Veterinary 
Inspector under the instructions of the Medical Officer of Health. 

Here we have a repetition of the now common state of 
affairs ; the Veterinary Inspector to be obliterated for the 
glorification and benefit of the Medical Officer of Health : 
a state of affairs which surely does not appear creditable to 
the medical profession, and certainly is not holding out 
the right hand of professional brotherhood to the veterinary 
profession 

As President of the new Association of Veterinary Officers 
of Health, I am requesting our Secretary—Mr. A. M 
Trotter—to write and point out to the Corporation of Sal- 
fard the degrading position in which they propose to place 
their Veterinary Inspector, and suggesting that they make 
the appointment quite independent of the departmen’ of 
the’Medical Officer of Health and of his instructions 

It is well known that the Medical Officer of Health has 
no standing under the Diseases of Animals Acts, and it 
appears to me to be quite illegal for him to in any way 
interfere with the work of inspection under the Acts or 
Orders made thereunder. 

Further, the Medical Officer of Health, generally speak- 
ing, has sufficient to do in looking after the health of man 
kind without interfering with the health of animals—a 
matter which he geverally knows nothing about and only 
tonches to expose his ignorance. 
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It is difficult to advise would-be applicants. The proper 
thing to do no doubt is to boycott the appointment as at 
present advertised. One eminent veterinary surgeon 
advised taking such appointments and improving them—a 
laudable piece of advice in some respects ; but we must also 
remember that so long as veterinary surgeons are willing to 
accept appointments under such degrading conditions, so 
long will Medical Officers of Health and Local Authorities, 
acting on their advice, make them. 

Further, once under the control of the Medical Officers of 
Health, the Veterinary Inspector will find it difficult to 
wriggle out. 

No doubt your readers will remember that it is only a 
few months since a Veterinary Inspector was appointed for 
this very Borough of Salford, and it would probably be 
interesting to know why the appointment is again vacant. 
—Yours faithfully, 

J. 8. Lyoyp. 


THE VETERINARY PROFESSION AND THE 
R.S.P.C.A 
Sir, 

Having read the letters, etc., on the above and being in 
perfect agreement with the opinions expressed, I think the 
present time would be a fitting opportunity to endeavour to 
remove the feeling which undoubtedly exists between the 
Society, and the majority of our profession. 

How is it that we as a profession are not more in touch 
with the Society ? Surely we are equally anxious to prevent 
cruelty to animals, and ought to work with the Society, but 
there are many of us who consider the methods employed 
by the Society are more in accordance with a prosecuting 
than prevention Society, and this undoubtedly causes the 
profession to keep aloof. But surely it only requires a little 
tact and diplomacy to remove this feeling, and to enlist us 
as active supporters instead of passive resisters. 

May I venture to say what in my opinion are some of the 
faults we complain of ;—We dislike to see the trivial cases 
that are brought before the magistrates. Cases mostly 
against the poorer class or labourers, and often convictiuns 
are obtained solely on one man’s evidence. Tomy mind it 
is a very difficult question to decide, as to what constitutes 
‘*wilful cruelty,’’ especially in cases of lameness. Another 
ohjection is the method of conducting cases. The local in- 
spector acts as witness-solicitor and prosecutor, with a great 
incentive to secure a conviction, which in the majority of 
cases, he obtains. Then again in 90 per cent. of the cases 
no professional evidence is brought forward. The case is 
left entirely to the Inspector whogives professional evidence 
himself. How different to the R.S.P.C.C. I have never 
seen a case of cruelty to children brought before the Court 
without a medical witness. But with us, we are never 
asked to give evidence except in a weak case or when the 
Inspector knows it will be ably defended. 

These are a few of the objections both of the profession 
and the general public, and I think will suffice to show why 
the Veterinary profession do not take a more active part 
with the Society. 

I do consider that the time has arrived when we ought to 
work in greater harmony, and I would like to make a few 
suggestions to bring it about. 

1. Elect more veterinary surgeons on the Central Com- 
mittee, and at all provincial branches, have two or three, or 
even more, veterinary surgeons on the Committee 

2. Appoint a local veterinary surgeon in each town, and 
all reports to be submitted to him before any legal proceed- 
ings are taken, 

3. No case to be taken into Court without the presence 
of a veterinary surgeon to give evidence. 

There are several other points that might be considered, 
but the above will suffice. I think if the Society would 
wake up, and endeavour to work more in harmony with us, 
it would find a large increase in its local subscribers. 

Personally, I consider the Society does an immense 
amount of good, not by its convictions, but by the presence 
of its officers in the different towns. These men are well 
chosen, and have a great moral effect, and no doubt carry 








out their duties thoroughly, but the tendency to obtain 
‘*convictions ’’ as showing their zeal is only human. 

May I suggest to the R.S.P.C.A. that if they were to call 
local meetings of their Committees and invite the veterinary 
surgeons of the districts to attend a good deal of informa- 
tion would be given by both sides, which I feel sure would 
lead to a much better feeling, and would do good in many 
WEYS. 

Local subscriptions are not what they might be, and there 
is no doubt a large section of the public would have greater 
confidence in the Society, if they knew the Veterinary pro- 
fession was in touch with them.—Yours, etc., 

J. G. Parr, F.R.C.V.S. 


Leicester. 





A DIPLOMA FOR MEAT INSPECTION. 
Sir, 

Some ten years ago, foreseeing that meat inspection by 
qualified men would in time be general in this Empire, and 
being of opinion that the only men fit to qualify for such 
posts were members of our profession, I proposed in Council 
that powers be obtained to grant an additional diploma to 
those members who would specialise in the necessary sub- 
jects and sit for an examination. Unfortunately, and on 
this point many will agree with me, the attempt was un- 
successful, as it was maintained that our present Diploma, 
which may be very comprehensive as regards the subjects in 
which the candidates are examined, but which on its face 
only bears a license to practice Veterinary Medicine and 
Surgery, was sufficient. 

Yet however much we may agree that it includes the 
knowledge of meat inspection, it is almost impossible to 
make Town or City Councillors believe this. In fact for 
senior and even junior appointments, reference is made in 
the public intimation to the fact that preference will be 
shown to those candidates who hold the Diploma in State 
Public Health of Manchester University or the Diploma in 
Veterinary Hygiene of the University of Wiverpool. 

At the present time, not only does the Royal Sanitary 
Institute grant certificates of proficiency in Meat Inspection, 
but in various parts of the country there are what may be 
called semi-private establishments in which medical men 
(holding the D.P.H.) with the assistance of laymen (acting 
as local meat inspectors) hold classes, and grant certificates 
which are accepted by the Municipal Authorities in the 
surrounding districts. This certainly is not asit should be. 

Furthermore, many of our own members seeing the 
futility of applying for appointment with nothing but the 
diploma of the R.C.V.S. are taking the course and exami- 
nation of The Royal Sanitary Institute. 

I purpose at the next Council meeting to give notice of 
motion to the following effect :—‘‘ That in the interests both 
of the public and the profession, the time has now arrived 
when Veterinary Specialists should be appointed as Meat 
Inspectors and that, in order to provide such Specialists, 
the Council of the R.C.V.S. be requested to make the 
necessary arrangements for the laying down of regulations 
for study and for examinations; such regulations to decide 
as to centres of education, times of examination, and amount 
of fees, etc. 

The present position is quite anomalous for Veterinary 
Surgeons. They, of all men, have the most thorough 
knowledge of animals used for food, both whilst in life and 
after death, both in health and disease, and yet forsooth if 
they desire to practice that knowledge for the good of the 
public, they have to go to outside bodies to obtain the 
necessary qualifications. 

I do not think it will be necessary to obtain a new Charter 
or Act for this purpose, but, of course, that is a question 
for those skilled in the law to decide.— I am Sir, Yours, eto., 

W. Owen WI1tiams. 
University of Liverpool, 
School of Veterinary Medicine and Surgery 
August 25. 





Original articles and reports should be written on one 
side only of the paper and authenticated by the names and 
addresses of the writers, not necessarily for publication. 
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